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GUILDFORD HOTEL 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [5.41 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about an issue that has become 
of increasing concern to the Guildford community; namely, what has happened to the Guildford Hotel since the 
terrible fire that gutted it in 2008. Last Saturday, I attended a very well-attended rally in Guildford directly 
opposite the hotel. There were easily more than 1 000 people at the rally. I think that demonstrates the level of 
support and concern in that community over the future of the Guildford Hotel. Federal and state MPs of all 
political persuasions were there as well. In fact, from this place I was joined by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. At least 
900 people, if not more, signed the petitions on the day.  

I will give a little bit of history about the Guildford Hotel. Guildford itself is one of the three original town sites 
that were established at the founding of the Swan River colony in 1829. The entire town has been classified by 
the National Trust. In fact, it is one of only two towns in Western Australia to be classified in this way. 
Guildford is a historic village with a number of beautifully restored and cared-for historic buildings. The 
preservation of these buildings is an integral part of Guildford’s unique sense of place. It also serves as a 
wonderful gateway to the tourist attraction of the Swan Valley, and the Guildford Hotel has always been a 
central part of this. It is centrally located within Guildford, is visible from many parts of Guildford and has been 
a really essential part of Guildford’s landscape. It was originally built in 1883, so it is 127 years old. It was 
refurbished in 1897 by George Hiscox, a major personality in the region, who owned it from 1891 until his death 
in 1927. It was refurbished again in 1914 and this was the refurbishment that gave us the unique Guildford Hotel 
that we have come to know and love. Since then, it has been the site of many weddings, banquets and special 
occasions. It even hosted the early agricultural shows. Importantly, it has significant heritage recognition unto 
itself. It has National Trust classification and is on the federal heritage inventory. It is described on the federal 
heritage inventory as “a fine example of a federation free classical style building”. It is listed on the state 
Register of Heritage Places 1991. It is also listed on the City of Swan’s municipal inventory 1991. It has, 
therefore, been given the highest level of heritage recognition. As such, the community as a whole, particularly 
the Guildford community, expects this building to be given the highest level of heritage protection. 

As I have said, this hotel had been beautifully restored. However, on 1 September 2008, it was subject to a fire. 
This was very sad for the community. Also, unfortunately, at the time the hotel had a lot of heritage photos on 
the walls and the like, and those photos were lost completely. What is adding to the distress of the people in 
Guildford is that since the closure of the Midland railway workshops, an unprecedented number of hotels in the 
Midland and Guildford region that have been heritage listed have been mysteriously subject to fire. So the fact 
that this hotel had managed to stand has been of specific significance to the community. 

Since the fire, the site has been made safe, at least in terms of being stabilised and not having to worry about 
chunks of wall dropping on the heads of people as they pass by the hotel. The state government contributed 
$10 000 to make sure that that occurred. But unfortunately the building still has not been roofed, and this has 
resulted in quite severe ongoing damage to the walls and floors of the building.  

This is where it starts to get quite interesting. I have been made aware that the owners of the building have 
received a report from an engineer that a roof is not required to prevent further damage to the building. The 
Heritage Council of Western Australia has also commissioned an independent engineers’ report on the state of 
the building. This is the report by Wood and Grieve Engineers that the government has. This report outlines what 
is required to protect this significant piece of heritage. Wood and Grieve Engineers found that the building had 
suffered serious damage since it was gutted by fire in 2008 due to water and debris falling in through the 
partially destroyed roof. The report goes on to say that this water had damaged the walls and collected in the 
cellar, affecting the clay foundations. The report concluded that a temporary roof should be urgently considered 
as soon as possible, and certainly by the end of the coming summer period. It went on to say that deterioration 
rates should be expected to increase exponentially with time should no action be taken. Yet there still is no roof 
on that building. 

The residents of Guildford are firmly of the view that, at a bare minimum, a tarpaulin roof should be installed to 
protect the interior and the foundations of the building. They have estimated that this will cost approximately 
$20 000. It has been suggested that the value of this tarpaulin would protect the cost of the floorboards alone.  

This is when we start to get into quite interesting territory in terms of the legal obligations that surround this 
issue. As I have mentioned, the Guildford Hotel is heritage listed. As such, it comes under the protection of the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act. However, the powers of the heritage minister depend on whether it can be 
proved that the conservation of this building is being endangered. If the minister is satisfied that there is no 
feasible and prudent alternative, a range of measures can be taken, such as conservation orders and the like, to 
ensure that any damage is minimised. However, because there is uncertainty about whether the minister can 
compel, and about whether, as has been said, the weather is damaging the building to the extent that it is, it 
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seems that this building is just being left in limbo. Certainly there is a very strong view that considerable damage 
is being caused to the building because of the lack of any sort of roof covering. That certainly seems to be borne 
out by the government’s own reports. I would suggest that there is an opportunity for the government to come 
through and offer support for the restoration of the hotel. I note that when the fire first occurred, the then 
Premier, Alan Carpenter, said that the government would consider helping with the restoration of the Guildford 
Hotel, once the extent of the damage became clear. He acknowledged that the hotel is a very significant 
historical building and was quite supportive of the idea of looking at restoration, although obviously he is no 
longer Premier so we are no longer in a position to keep him to account on that. 

I also note that there are provisions within the Local Government Act to give local governments the right to 
order renovations on some properties, so there is a possibility that the Minister for Heritage is able to refer this 
matter to the local council, but that still needs to be looked at. Either way, I call on the Minister for Heritage and 
the Premier to work with the community, the local council and the owners to halt the deterioration of the 
Guildford Hotel by installing a temporary roof. We do not want to see a situation in which neglect and lack of 
action will allow another wonderful piece of our heritage to slip into ruin. It would be an enormous loss to this 
state’s heritage if we were to allow the Guildford Hotel to go the way of The Cliffe, for example. I certainly hope 
that there will be some action on this, and I hope it is soon. 
 


